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Thanksgiving Plans at Area 5 Churches   

Thanksgiving is very early this year - Area Ministry 5 Churches are making plans for a variety 

of observances. Gloria Dei will have Thanksgiving Vespers on Sunday, November 18 at 

5:00 p.m. to be followed by a pie and chili feed sponsored by the youth. 

 

Emanuel's Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held on Wednesday, November 21st at       

7:00 p.m. Following this festive and meaningful service of Thanksgiving, pie fellowship will 

be shared in the Parish Hall.  

 

Christ -Eureka will have their annual Congregation Thanksgiving Dinner Sunday, November 

11th at 11:45 a.m. following worship - members are invited to bring their favorite potluck side 

or dessert.  The dinner will be at Christ Lutheran. 

 

Come for the faith, stay for the pie is the invitation to Reformationôs Thanksgiving Eve  

Worship and Pie Fellowship which will be at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday November 21. People  

attending are asked to bring a pie, after the service they will cut the pies and share them.   

They will give the left-over pies to a local shelter. 

 

The Resurrection Choir will be singing in the Haysville Community Thanksgiving Service 

on November 20th at 7:00 p.m. at the Christian Chapel 4 Square Church, 5828 S. Broadway.  

 

Emanuelôs annual Free Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. on Thanksgiving Day. Rides are offered from several community locations to help    

community members attend. This event takes many volunteers to make it happen and is a   

joyful time for all as Godôs love is shared with the community through this meal. 

 

St. Paulôs -Wichita will be the site for a Thanksgiving Dinner hosted by New Philadelphia 

Church of God in Christ from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. Saturday November 17. New Philadelphia 

is a Community Breakfast Partner - each 3rd Saturday they provide personal care bags to   

people coming to St. Paulôs for breakfast.     

 

All Saints Celebrated at Area 5 Churches                                                                        
Congregations all around our Area Ministry 5 celebrated All Saints Day on November 4th, 

remembering loved ones who passed away during the previous year.   

 

Christ -Wichita gathered a band to play ñWhen All the Saintsò on All Saints Sunday.   

 

Worshippers at Resurrection were invited to bring a framed photo of a loved one who as 

passed away in remembrance. 

 

The photo here is from the All Saints Sunday 

service at Mision San Juan de Dios where 

many loved ones were remembered as candles 

were lit.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

O Christ, What Can It 

Mean for Us  

O Christ, what can it mean for 
us to claim you as our king? 
What royal face have you   
revealed whose praise the 
church would sing? 
Aspiring not to gloryôs height, 
to power, wealth, and fame, 
you walked a diffôrent, lowly 
way, anotherôs will your aim. 

You came, the image of our 
God, to heal and to forgive, 
to shed your blood for sinnersô 
sake that we might rise and 
live. 
To break the law of death you 
came, the law of love to bring: 
a diffôrent rule of righteous-
ness, a diffôrent kind of king. 

Though some would make 
their greatness felt and lord it 
over all, 
you said the first must be the 
last and service be our call. 
O Christ, in workplace, church, 
and home, let none to power 
cling; 
for still, through us, you come 
to serve, a diffôrent kind of 
king. 

You chose a humble human 
form and shunned the worldôs 
renown; 
you died for us upon a cross 
with thorns your only crown. 
But still, beyond the span of 
years, our glad hosannas ring, 
for now at Godôs right hand 
you reign, a diffôrent kind of 
king! 
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Emanuel Youth Veterans Day Luncheon                               

Emanuel's youth served a Veterans' Day soup and sandwich 

luncheon Nov. 11 after worship. Veterans were invited to eat 

free and were recognized as part of this special event. People 

were invited to make a free-will donation which will help  

support their youth's Angel Tree shopping project.  

Veterans Recognition at St. Paulôs - Wichita              

St. Paulôs-Wichita had a Veterans Sunday on November 

11th.  Veterans and families of veterans were invited to bring 

items to share with the congregation and veterans were in-

vited to wear their uniforms or other veteran attire.  

Confirmation Oct 28 at Resurrection                                          

Two young people were con-

firmed at Resurrection on       

October 28th. Congratulations 

confirmands! 

 

Wall of Crosses                                                                             

Since the "Wall Of Crosses" began at Zion in 2002 there have 

been more than 90 crosses added to the wall, each with a   

distinctive look. Some have been placed In Memory of a 

loved one and others were added because of their uniqueness. 

Some are hand made by the person making the contribution. 

There is a cross from Estonia, one 

imported from Europe, one made 

from Holy Land Olive wood 

and  others have physi-

cal or sentimental 

value.  The most recent 

cross was added by 

Wayne and Bobby Robins. Their cross, a blue 

mosaic, is located on the North wall by the coat  rack.    

 

From Pastor Sally 

Thank you all for your cards and prayers and emails during 

the last year. You have blessed me in many ways. They have 

meant the world to me! I am not doing well now and am 

needing almost total care. I may not be able to email back, but 

I am very thankful for all of you! Special thanks to Elaine 

Harvey who has been publishing this Area newsletter for 5 

years! And to all who send her your news and announce-

ments. Please keep it going! God's blessings to you 

all!   Peace! 

                                             Pr. Sally Fahrenthold 

 

 

 . 

 

 

 

 

Blessing the Animals                                                                          

Several Area Ministry 5 churches had ñBlessing of the 

Animalsò services in October. Lots of people brought their 

pets to be blessed 

on October 4th at 

Gloria Dei (left.)   

At Reformation 

20 dogs and a pig 

named Pua were 

blessed on Octo-

ber. 6th.  They posted a video on 

their Face-

book page. 

Christ -

Wichita 

had their 

Blessing 

off the Ani-

mals at Ark 

Valley  Animal Hospital and each 

pet who attended received a special prayer of blessing.  Pastor 

Chad Langdon is shown to the right blessing one of the dogs.  

At the left Pastor Elizabeth Cummings of Resurrection is 

blessing two of the dogs brought to the service there. 
 

ñLuther: The Rock Operaò Enjoyed 

Reformation youth and 

sponsors attended a perform-

ance of  Luther: The Rock 

Opera at the Bicknell Family 

Center for the Arts at Pitts-

burg State University on Sat-

urday October 27th.  
 

 

Wichita Church Women United Luncheon                                   

The Wichita Church Women Unitedôs Christmas/Annual 

Meeting     Luncheon will be at 12:00 noon Friday December 

7th at 1st Presbyterian Church at 525 N. Broadway.  Meal 

cost is $8.00.  Please call Mary Knecht at 316-942-8068 

(leave a message) or contact her by e-mail at knecht-

mary@hotmail.com by noon on Friday November 30 to make 

reservations.  

ñSOCTOBERò Thanks!                                                                

The youth of Gloria Dei are thankful for the support of their 

ñSOCTOBERò project.  A total of 100 pairs of socks were  

collected in their appeal and they donated them to veterans at 

the VA Hospital in Wichita!! They were very appreciative!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sharing Music 

On Wednesday evening, October 24, members of the Chil-

drenôs Choir at Gloria 

Dei sang pumpkin carols 

for members at Wednes-

day Evening Meals. 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent and Christmas Plans                                      

Churches are in the midst of making plans for Advent and 

other December events. Christ -Wichita plans Wednesday 

meals and services.  

 

Also Christ -Wichita plans a ñBlue Christmasò Service.  For 

those who are stressed, lonely or hurting during the holidays.  

The service will be Sunday, December 2 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Glocal Songbook Available 

Remember those uplifting songs Glocal Musician Educators 

shared with us during Synod Assembly? We now have the 

song booklet available on the Synod website as well as copy-

right information and links to recordings.  To get all this infor-

mation go to http://www.css-elca.org/Glocal 

 

Dec. 1 is World AIDS Day 

The ELCA is invited to join the global community on Dec. 1 

to commemorate World AIDS Day. This is a day for a time of 

remembrance, awareness and commitment to action, especially 

in our calling to a strong and faithful response thatôs set for-

ward in the ELCA Strategy on HIV and AIDS. Go to 

ELCA.org/hiv for World AIDS Day resources, including a 

bulletin insert, worship resources and a video message from 

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  

 

Partners for Wichita Founders Honored                           

Pastor Dave Fulton and Pastor Sally Fahrenthold were 

honored on the 

10th anniversary 

of the founding of    

Partners for Wich-

ita at the Sweet 

Peace fundraiser 

held October 11th.   

 

 

Sally Matz Sunday 
St. Paul's - Peabody celebrated ñSally Matz Sundayò      

November 4th to honor and recognize long time member 

Sally Matz. Sally recently celebrated her 95th birthday.  Dur-

ing a fellowship time following the worship service Sally 

shared her memories of 

the church in its early 

years, including past 

pastors, Sunday school, 

confirmations, etc. 

Sally has always been 

very  active in the 

church, serving many 

terms on the church 

council, teaching Sun-

day school, a member of WELCA. Sally lives independently 

and drives herself to church, weather permitting. 

 

Christmas Melodies Progressive Dinner                                      

Reformation is reviving their Holiday Progressive Dinner - 

this yearôs will be December 2 beginning at 4:30 p.m.  Six of 

their members are  opening their homes to help  host. 

Heritage Sunday 

Despite a cold, rainy morning on October 14th, the third annual 

Heritage Day celebration 

was held at Upper Fall 

River Church. The con-

gregation enjoyed a  country worship 

service followed by a potluck lunch 

at Holverson school. Members of the  

Harmony Sunflowerôs 4-H club 

joined them, and the youth enjoyed 

doing a variety of fall arts and crafts projects to take home.  

 

Community Halloween Event                                           

Resurrection participated in the Haysville community ñTrick 

or Treat.ò  Clark and Noreen Sholts were among the Resur-

rection volunteers handing 

out Halloween treats. 

 

 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2felca.org%2fhiv&srcid=179944&srctid=1&erid=39976367&trid=7d4fa835-6eb8-4270-93d4-05aa78774041


Bazaars and other Fundraisers on the Calendar                                                           

The annual Fall Bazaar sponsored by the Resurrection 

WELCA was held November 9th and 10th.   This has been a 

major fundraiser for the Resurrection Women of the ELCA for 

over 35 years, 

proceeds go to 

charities, unbud-

geted needs and 

sending kids to 

church camp. 

Lunch included 

sloppy joes, pie, 

and soups. Cinna-

mon rolls  were 

also available.    

 

Christ -Eurekaôs 92nd Annual Fall Bazaar on November 23th 

will feature a supper at 5:30 p.m. with the choice of Chicken-n

-Noodles or Chili and an auction featuring quilts, tea towels, 

crafts, candy, baked items and more beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Generosity toward Breakfast Ministry 

Susan Martin,  Coordinator of the  Reformation Community 

Breakfast team wrote this account on September 13th and 

posted it on Facebook - 

ñI want to share an experience I had today and hope it will 

touch your hearts like it did mine. I was shopping for commu-

nity breakfast groceries at the 29th and N. Rock Walmart. I 

noticed eggs were on sale and asked about the possibility of 

buying them by the case as I needed 45 dozen. Three different 

employees got involved and helped load them in my cart. 

Comments were made about the quantity of food I was buying 

so I shared information about what it was for. About 5 minutes 

later one of the employees who had helped me found me at the 

front of the store to ask if he could make a donation. He then 

handed me $25 and said ñI know this wonôt pay for all the gro-

ceries but hope it will helpò. I donôt know his name but will 

never forget his face or his act of kindness.ò 

 

Designate Choice Dollars                                                  

Thrivent members, donôt forget to designate your Thrivent 

Choice Dollars so your churches can count it towards this   

fiscal year.  If 

your congrega-

tion wants a 

history of 

Choice dollar giving or are interested in a temple talk regard-

ing Choice Dollars or Action Teams please contact Justin Carl-

son, Thrivent Financial Associate, at 729-2631 or at                                            

justin.carlson@thrivent.com. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central States Synod Council Report 

Synod Council Meeting ï October 19-20, 2018  

The synod council met at Savior Pastoral Center in Kansas City 

on October 19-20.  Following an orientation for synod council in 

which we reviewed the purpose of the synod and the responsi-

bilities of the synod council. Vice-President, Dennis Allerheili-

gen led the council members in a discussion which in-

cluded context, trends, goals, and programs of the synod provid-

ing input to the Bishopôs Election Task Force's creation of a 

synod ministry site profile. Individuals throughout the synod are 

encouraged to also take the survey at www.css-elca.org/bishop-

election. 
 

Business items on Saturday included: 

Approval of the minutes of the August Executive Committee 

meeting and the ratification of the executive committee 

whose members are; David Strommen, Susan Boxber-

ger,  Chelsea Deines, and the four synod council officers. 

Treasurerôs report: Income from congregations after 8 months 

of the fiscal year is $1,036,152 which is $47,255 less 

than received last year. Synod expenditures are $4993 

more than last year.  There is a net deficit of $35,148 as 

compared to $5374 last year. (Part of the deficit is due to 

the delay in received a $13,000 grant check from the 

ELCA, which was received, bringing the deficit to 

around $22,000). 

The synod council members discussed ways to build better 

connections with congregations and encourage mission 

support.  The budget adopted by the 2018 synod assem-

bly included a $40,000 increase to give larger grants to 

campus ministries and seminaries. In order to fund this 

increase, additional support from congregations is 

needed. 

A new gift acceptance policy was adopted which stated that 

the general policy is to place undesignated gifts in the 

Mission Endowment Fund, but that the synod council 

retains the discretionary authority to designate a portion 

or the entirety of the gifts to other areas of need. 

Appointed Terrance Freeman, from St. Phillip in St. Louis, to 

the synod council as an at-large member, lay male, per-

son of color, and appointed Janice Gerken as lay female 

voting member to the churchwide assembly 

from Central  Missouri. 

Re-authorized the synodically authorized ministries of the 

Gathering Table, South Sudanese, and El Divino 

Nino.  The Bridge, Oromo Community, Partners (San 

Juan), and Sagrado Corazon are congregations under de-

velopment and do not need to be reauthorized. 

Received a report about the annual year-end appeal which 

will be mailed out to individuals and congregations the 

end of October. 

The next executive committee meeting will be January 25, 2019, 

with the mission budget team meeting on Thursday, January 24 

to work on a revised spending budget for 2019 and a proposed 

budget for 2020. 

 

 

 
 

 

https://css-elca.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=050c5abb7810e68eee62d5d55&id=59423f0e98&e=d6213b43e9
https://css-elca.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=050c5abb7810e68eee62d5d55&id=59423f0e98&e=d6213b43e9

